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1 Introduction 

Shizuka, as a musical project that emerged from the Tokyo underground 
psychedelic scene of the 1990s, relied on live performances as an important platform 
for the dissemination of its music. It’s no coincidence that, throughout its 18 years 
of existence [1], the band played many shows in their homeland, some of which in 
turn came to be released as live albums—Shizuka’s major release format. However, 
the group faced some challenges [2] that prevented them from extensively touring 
overseas, being monetary and health issues two of the main reasons as described by 
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Mason Jones [3]. Nevertheless, Shizuka was able to tour in the United States twice 
[4] and to also play in a festival hosted in Scotland [5]. 

2 USA Tours 

Shizuka arguably had its most prolific period in the mid-1990s. It was when 
they recorded most of their live albums, being the first one, Live Shizuka, released in 
1995 in the United States [3, 6, 7]. At that time, Shizuka, with members Shizuka 
Miura and Maki Miura, went twice to the US for touring purposes [4], playing mainly 
or exclusively in the state of California [8]. 

Tetsuya “Seven” Mugishima, who was Shizuka’s bassist at that time [9, 10], 
was behind the early organization of the tours, although, like Jun Kosugi, he didn’t 
go to the US. For the first tour, Seven contacted two key people through e-mail: 
Lindsay 1 , and David Newgarden 2 . This e-mailing stopped, though, after Tetsuya left 
the band for the first time in late 1995 or early 1996. In 1997, Seven restarted the 
e-mailing and told that Lindsay might have been the person who formed the second 
tour [12], 

Shizuka performed in San Francisco on both occasions [2] , being the American 
software engineer and musician Mason Jones the organizer for the shows in that city 
[4, 10]. There, they made 2 shows, one of which was at Kilowatt 3 , on 22 June 1997 
[4]. They also went twice to a local radio station and played a live show on the radio 
during one of these visits. Shizuka and Maki remembered having a good time with 
many fans, and that the audience was quite receptive in SF, who danced to their 
music [10]. 

Shizuka also got to play in Los Angeles [10], but the details remain uncertain. 
Mason Jones said that it might have been at the former nightclub Spaceland, but 
didn’t remember who could’ve been the organizer [13] in a time that “LA contacts 
for non-noise shows were harder to come by” [11]. 

Since only Shizuka and Maki went from the group’s core formation [10], Junko 
Hiroshige played the bass for the band during one of the visits, which had some 
“tensions”, Mason Jones records [8]. This coincides with Junko being the bassist in 
the recording “Kimi no Sora”, which was part of the compilation album Land of 
Raising Noise, Vol. 2, released by Jones’ Charnel Music in April 1997. 

And then Shizuka sort of entered a hiatus [10]. 

3 Le Weekend Festival in Scotland 

In 2000, with the reunition of the band and release of their second live album, 
“Tokyo Underground ‘95” [10, 14], Shizuka returned to the stage. In circa October 

1 Possibly an event organizer. Lindsay was based in Boston [11]. 

2 A CMJ staffer at the time, who wrote for the CMJ New Music Report. 

3 A dive bar in which other Japanese underground artists, like Angel’in Heavy Syrup and 
Melt-Banana, also played at in the 1990s. 
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or November 2001, the group was invited by The Wire magazine to play at the 
Le Weekend festival, in Stirling, Scotland [10]. Seven, who had rejoined the band, 
also initially e-mailed the organizer of this event, Alan Cummings [15], the British 
music journalist that specializes in the Japanese underground scene [16]. In this way, 
Shizuka had been scheduled to play at 19:30 on 25 April 2002, at the Tolbooth, a 
music venue that had just restarted its activities following a £6m refurbishment [17]. 
One week before the scheduled date, Maki fired Seven once again from the band, 
and Kazuhide Yamaji joined in his place, Seven related [15, 18]. 

As the date approached, Shizuka Miura, Maki Miura, Jun Kosugi, and 
Kazuhide Yamaji flew their way to the United Kingdom. When they arrived at the 
London airport, Maki had stomach related health issues and had to be hospitalized 
in an emergency department at the airport. At this moment, Yamaji called Seven 
informing the situation, and then Seven contacted Cummings for help [19]. Never¬ 
theless, the band made it to the festival, where they got to play [5]. Seven said he 
assumes that a recording of the Shizuka presentation at Tolbooth was never made [19] 
since the stomach pain Maki was feeling would have made him look uncomfortable 
[5], 
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